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At  a  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society,  held  in  Boston  on  Thursday,  June  9,  1898, 
Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green  made  the  following  remarks : 

More  than  three  years  ago  I  presented  a  list  of  Early 
American  Imprints  belonging  to  the  Historical  Society,  which 
appears  in  the  Proceedings  (second  series,  IX.  410-540)  for 
February,  1895.  Since  that  time  the  Library  has  acquired, 
either  by  gift  or  purchase,  some  additional  titles  of  similar 
works  ;  and  since  then,  moreover,  I  have  been  able  to  examine 
certain  books  there  described  from  imperfect  copies.  In  order 
to  supplement  that  paper  and  make  the  list  of  Early  Imprints 
more  complete,  I  herewith  submit  a  collation  of  such  books  ; 
and  at  the  same  time  I  take  the  opportunity  to  give  a  few 
other  facts  kindred  to  the  subject. 

1657. 

The  title  under  this  3^ear  in  the  former  list  should  be  can- 
celled, as  the  imperfect  copy  in  the  Historical  Library  is  now 
known  to  be  of  the  London  edition. 

1660. 

A  Brief  |  Catechisme  |  Containing  |  the  Doctrine  |  of  GodHnes,  |  or  | 
of  Living  vnto  God.  |  —  |  By  John  Norton,  |  Teacher  of  the 
Church  at  |  Boston  in  New-England.  |  —  ||  Cambridg  |  Printed 
by  S.  G.  and  M.  J.  |  New-England.  |  1660.    16mo.  pp.  3-22. 
Titlepage  wanting  ;  3-22,  "  The  Doctrine  of  Godliness,"  headline  a 

line  of  ten  border  pieces,  and  an  ornamented  initial  letter  "  W  "  at  the 

beginning. 
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I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Wilberforce  Eames  for  the  complete 
title,  which  is  taken  from  a  cop}'  in  the  Lenox  Library. 

1662. 

Propositions  |  concerning  the  |  Subject  of  Baptism  |  and  |  Consociation 
of  Chvrches,  |  Collected  and  Confirmed  out  of  the  Word  of  God,  | 
By  a  I  Synod  of  Elders  |  and  |  Messengers  of  the  Churches  |  in 
Massachusets-Colony  in  New-ICngland.  |  Assembled  at  Boston, 
according  to  Appointment  of  the  |  Honoured  General  Covrt,  |  In 
the  Year  1662.  |  —  |  At  a  General  Covrt  held  at  Boston  in  New- 
I  England  the  8"^-  of  October,  1662.  |  The  Court  having  Read 
over  this  Result  of  the  Synod,  judge  meet  to  |  Commend  the  same 
unto  the  Consideration  of  all  the  Churches  and  |  People  of  this 
Jurisdiction  ;  And  for  that  end  doe  Order  the  Printing  |  thereof.  | 
By  the  Court.  Edward  Rawson  Secret'.  |  —  ||  Cambridge:  Printed 
by  S.  G.  for  Hezekiah  Vsher  at  Boston  in  |  New-England.  1662. 
12mo.  pp.  (14),  24. 
Titlepage  wanting;  14  pp.     ''The  Preface  to  the  Christian  Reader, 
and  especially  to  the  Churches  of  Massachusets-Colony  in  New-Eng- 
land," running  headlines  ;  1-24,  "The  Answer  of  the  Elders  and  other 
Messengers  of  the  Churches,  Assembled  at  Boston  in  the  Year  1 662. 
To  the  Questions  Propounded  to  them  by  order  of  the  Honoured 
General  Court,"  headpiece  four  lines  of  border  pieces  with  a  vertical 
line  of  similar  pieces  at  each  end  ;  pages  25-32  wanting. 

This  title,  copied  from  one  in  the  Prince  Library,  takes  the 
place  of  the  whole  entry  under  the  year  1662  in  the  former 
list.  Cotton  Mather,  in  his  Magnalia  (Book  IV.  p.  77),  says 
that  the  pamphlet  ''was  chiefly  of  his  [Jonathan  Mitchel's] 
composure  "  ;  and  allusions  to  it  are  found  in  Sibley's  Har- 
vard Graduates  (I.  155),  the  Brinley  Catalogue  (I.  174),  and 
Sabin's  Dictionary  (XII.  245),  No.  49,662,  and  (XV.  554,  555), 
No.  66,059. 

1680. 

A  I  Platform  |  of  |  Church-Discipline  |  Gathered  out  of  |  the  Word  of 
God ;  I  And  Agreed  upon  by  the  |  Elders  and  Messengers  |  of  the 
Churches  Assembled  in  the  |  Synod.  |  At  Cambridge  in  N.  E.  | 
To  be  presented  to  the  Churches  &  General  Court  |  for  their 
Consideration  and  Acceptance  in  |  the  Lord,  the  8th.  Moneth, 
Anno.  1649.  |  —  |  [Two  lines  from  Psalms  Ixxxiv.  1  ;  two  from 
xxvi.  8;  and  five  from  xxvii.  4.]  |  —  ||  Boston:  Printed  by 
John  Foster.  1680.    16mo.  pp.  (23),  64. 
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Titlepage,  surrounded  by  a  Hue  of  border  pieces,  verso  blank  ;  21  pp. 
"  The  Preface,"  headpiece  a  line  of  border  pieces,  with  a  raised  query 
mark  after  the  eighth  and  ninth  pieces,  and  a  long  rule  below,  running 
headline  same  words;  1  p.  blank;  1-64,  text,  headpiece  a  line  of 
border  pieces  like  the  first,  with  an  Italic  colon  after  the  seventh  piece, 
various  headlines  ;  3  pp.    Table  of  Contents,  wanting. 

This  book  begins  with  the  last  three  leaves  of  signature  E, 
and  once  formed  the,  second  part  of  a  volume  in  which  the  first 
part  was  "  A  Confession  of  Faith,"  etc.  See  Sabin's  Diction- 
ary (XV.  189),  No.  63,  334. 

1684. 

The  I  Doctrine  |  of  Divine  |  Providence,  |  opened  and  applyed:  |  ...  | 

By  Increase  Mather.  |  [etc.]  16mo.  pp.  (8),  148.  [Followed  by] 
A  I  Sermon  |  ...  |  By  Mr.  Nathaniel  Mather.  |  [etc.]    pp.  (1),  26. 

This  copy  is  one  of  the  two  mentioned  in  the  former  list, 
and  probably  is  an  earlier  impression  than  the  other.  Some 
instances  of  the  variations  are  as  follows :  "  The  Contents," 
which  appears  at  the  end  of  Nathaniel  Mather's  sermon,  here 
follows  To  the  Reader  "  and  takes  the  place  of  the  blank  page 
near  the  beginning  of  Increase  Mather's  sermon  ;  the  rule  at 
the  top  of  page  82  is  taken  out  ;  the  headline  on  page  83  "  to 
the  judgments  of  God"  is  here  changed  to  "  Sins  of  Omission 
expose  men,"  and  the  same  change  occurs  on  page  88  ;  the 
headlines  of  other  pages  90,  91,  94,  and  95  are  transposed  ; 
page  53  of  the  first  part  has  the  signature  letter  "  Ea"  instead 
of  the  second  "  E  2  "  in  the  other  copy,  and  on  page  25  of  the 
second  part  the  signature  letter  is  taken  out ;  only  a  stub 
remains  on  pages  27  and  28,  showing  three  letters,  and  a  part 
of  the  next  leaf  of  "  Advertisements,"  with  only  three  border 
pieces  of  the  upper  line. 

A  I  Monumental  |  Memorial  |  of  |  Marine  |  Mercy  |  being  |  An  Ac- 
knowledgment of  an  High  Hand  of  [  Divine  Deliverance  on  the 
Deep  I  in  the  Time  of  distress,  |  in  |  A  Late  Voyage  from  Boston 
in  New-England  |  To  London,  Anno  1683.  |  —  |  In  a  Poem.  By 
Richard  Steere.  |  —  |  To  which  is  added  Another  Occasioned  by 
Several  |  Remarkable  Passages  happening  at  the  Birth  |  of  a  Male 
Child  on  Board  the  same  Ship  |  in  her  Voyage  Returning  1684.  | 
—  I  By  the  same  Author  then  a  Passenger.  |  —  ||  Printed  at 
Boston  in  New-England  by  |  Richard  Pierce  for  James  Cowse 
Stationer  |  Anno  1684.    16mo.  pp.  (4),  12. 
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Titlepage,  verso  blank  ;  2  pp.  "  To  the  Reader,"  ending  with  a  rude 
cut  (3x3'^  inches),  covering  more  than  a  half  of  the  page,  representing 
a  winged  figure  moving  to  the  right  in  the  clouds  with  her  face  turned 
toward  the  front  and  her  right  hand  pointing  upward,  probably  a  con- 
stellation, and  showing  three  unknown  characters  at  the  left,  headpiece 
two  lines  of  border  pieces,  the  lower  one  inverted,  both  parted  in  the 
middle  by  a  vertical  line  of  three  stars,  headline  on  second  page  same 
as  beginning  ;  1-10,  "  A  Monvmental  Memorial  of  Marine  Mercy  &c.," 
in  verse,  ending  with  a  rude  cut  (about  2}j  inches  square),  representing 
a  ship  under  full  sail  driven  before  a  gale,  headpiece  two  lines  of  border 
pieces,  the  lower  one  inverted,  with  a  query  mark  in  the  middle  of  each 
line,  the  upper  one  inverted;  11,  12,  "A  Poem  occasionally  written  on 
Some  Remarkables  hap'ning  at  the  Birth  of  the  Son  of  Thomas  and 
Sarah  Wallis  upon  the  Atlantick  or  Western  Ocean,  July  the  26  1684," 
signed  ^'  Richard  Steere." 

1 686. 

A  Brief  |  Discourse  |  of  |  Justification.  |  Wherein  |  This   Doctrine  is 
plainly  laid  down  ac-  |  cording  to  the  Scriptures  :  |  As  it  was  De- 
livered in  several  Ser-  |  mons  on  this  Subject.  |  —  |  By  Samuel 
Willard,  Teacher  of  a  Church  |  in  Boston.  |  —  |  [Five  lines  from 
Phil.  iii.  9  ;  and  six  lines  of  Latin.]  |  —  ||  Boston,  Printed  by  S:  G. 
for  Samuel  Phillips  |  at  tlie  West-end  of  the  Town  house.  1686. 
16mo.  pp.  (5),  168. 
Titlepage,  verso  blank  ;  3  pp.  "  To  the  Reader,"  signed  "  S.  Willard," 
headpiece  a  line  of  seventeen  border  pieces,  with  a  query  mark  after 
the  twelfth,  a  line  in  parts  underneath,  and  another  line  of  seventeen 
border  pieces  inverted,  with  a  query  mark  after  the  ninth,  headlines 
same  words  as  at  beginning,  catch-words  on  the  third  page  "  Phil.  3.  9."  ; 
1  p.  blank;  1-168,  text,  beginning  with     Phillippians  III.  IX,"  head- 
piece similar  to  the  first,  although  with  slight  variations,  running  head- 
lines, "  A  Brief  Discourse,"  and  "  of  Justification,"  having  the  word 
"  brief"  on  twenty  pages,  the  first  on  page  22  and  the  last  on  page  168, 
and  on  the  last  page  "  A  brief  Discourse  &c."  ;  has  "  28  "  for  128,  and 
^'  2i7  "  for  147  ;  first  leaf  of  book  wanting  ;  bound  in  the  original  sheep. 

Our  Dying  Saviour's  |  Legacy  of  Peace  |  To  His  Disciples  in  a 
troublesome  |  World,  from  John  14.  27.  |  My  Peace  I  give  unto 
you,  &c.  I  —  I  Also  a  |  Discourse  |  On  the  Two  Witnesses :  | 
Shewing  that  it  is  the  Duty  of  all  Christians  |  to  be  Witnesses 
unto  Christ,  from  Rev.  11.  3.  |  I  will  give  to  my  two  Witnesses, 
e^c:  I  Unto  which  is  added,  |  Some  Help  to  Self-Examination, 
j  —  I  By  John  Higginson  Pastor  of  the  Church  in  |  Salem  |  —  | 


7 


[Four  lines  from  2  Peter  i.  14,  15,]  |  —  ||  Boston,  Printed  by 
Samuel  Green  for  John  |  Usher  near  the  Town-House,  1G86. 
16mo.  pp.  (18),  205,  (1). 
Titlepage,  surrounded  by  a  border  line,  verso  blank ;  7  pp.  "  To 
the  Church  and  People  of  God  at  Salem ;  also  at  Guilford  and  Say 
Brook:  Grace  unto  you,  and  Peace  from  God  our  Father,  and  from 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  signed  by  "John  Higginson,"  and  dated  at 
Salem,  August  6,  1686,  headpiece  a  line  of  seventeen  border  pieces,  a 
rule  in  parts,  and  a  line  of  similar  border  pieces  inverted,  headlines 
"To  the  Reader";  1  p.  blank;  3  pp.  "Christian  Reader,"  signed 
"of  him  who  is  a  Well-wisher  to  Israels  Peace.  Samuel  Willard," 
headpiece  similar  to  the  first  one,  same  headline  continued  ;  1  p.  blank ; 
1-131,  text,  beginning  "John  14.  27,"  headpiece  similar  to  the  first, 
various  headlines;  1  p.  blank;  133-185,  text,  beginning  "  Revelations 
II.  III.,"  headpiece  like  the  first,  various  headlines  ;  1  p.  blank  ;  183 
[187]-205,  "Some  Help  to  Self-Examination,  Which  I  drew  up  for 
my  Self,  in  the  Year  1652.  But  may  be  of  like  use  to  any,  that  shall 
peruse  the  same ;  with  Meditation  and  Self  Application,  and  earnest 
Prayer,  as  Psal.  139.  23,  24,"  headpiece  a  line  of  seventeen  border 
pieces  with  a  query  mark  after  the  ninth,  headline  "  Self-Examination" ; 
I  p.  blank ;  1  p.  "  Advertisement "  between  two  lines  of  border  pieces, 
the  lower  one  inverted. 

This  volume  was  given  by  our  associate  Col.  Thomas  W, 
Higginson,  on  May  14,  1896,  and  is  mentioned  in  the  Pro- 
ceedings (second  series,  XL  19-22)  of  that  date.  The  title- 
page  and  the  two  following  leaves,  as  well  as  page  205,  were 
photo-electro  typed  by  the  Suffolk  Engraving  Company  from 
another  copy  owned  by  him.  The  plate  for  the  "  Advertise- 
ment'' at  the  end  was  made  by  the  same  process  after  a  tracing 
from  a  copy  in  the  Prince  Library.  By  means  of  these  plates 
the  missing  pages  in  the  book  were  reproduced  in  facsimile  on 
old  paper,  and  inserted  in  the  volume ;  and  the  collation  is 
made  from  the  copy  thus  completed. 

1689. 

[A  List  oi  Errata,  by  Cotton  Mather.     1689.]     16mo.  1  p. 

A  line  of  seventeen  border  pieces ;  heading  in  three  lines,  "  The 
Reader  is  desired  (with  his  Penn)  to  Correct  the  following  Errata"; 
nine  lines  of  errata  referring  to  "  Early  Piety  "  ;  six  lines  relating  to 
the  "  Several  Sermons  "  ;  a  line  of  seventeen  border  pieces  like  those  at 
the  top  inverted. 
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This  List,  evidently  printed  in  Boston,  and  probably  by 
Samuel  Green,  is  found  pasted  on  the  inside  of  the  cover  at 
the  end  of  two  bound  tracts  by  Cotton  Mather,  which  were 
published  in  London  in  1689.  The  first  tract  is  entitled : 
"  Early  Piety,  Exemplified  in  the  Life  and  Death  of  Mr. 
Nathanael  Mather,"  etc. ;  and  the  other :  Several  Sermons 
Concerning  Walking  with  God,"  etc.  The  wording  of  the 
titlepage  at  the  beginning  of  the  book  shows  that  the  two 
tracts  were  intended  to  go  together  in  the  same  volume. 


The  People's  |  Right  to  Election  |  Or  Alteration  of  Government  in 
Connecticott,  |  Argued  |  In  a  Letter ;  |  By  Gershom  Biilkeley 
Esq ;  one  of  their  Majesties  Justices  of  the  peace  |  In  the  County 
of  Hartford.  |  Together  with  a  Letter  to  the  said  Bulkeley,  |  from 
a  Friend  of  his  in  the  Bay.  |  To  which  is  added,  The  Writing 
delivered  to  James  Russell  of  Charlestown  |  Esq;  warning  him 
and  others  concerned,  not  to  meet  to  Hold  a  Court  |  at  Cambridge, 
within  the  county  of  Middlesex.  |  By  Thomas  Greaves  Es(i ; 
Judge  of  their  Majesties  Inferior  Court  of  Pleas  |  and  one  of  their 
Majesties  Justices  of  the  peace  within  the  said  County  |  And  also 
his  Answer  to  Mr.  Broadstreete  and  the  Gentlemen  mett  at  the  | 
Town-house  in  Boston  concerning  the  same.  |  Published  for  the 
Information  &  Satisfaction  of  their  Majesties  loyall  |  (but  abused) 
Subjects  in  New-England.  |  —  {|  Philadelphia,  Printed  by  As- 
signes  of  William  Bradford,  Anno  1689.  No  titlepage.  16mo. 
pp.  18. 

Half  title,  filling  most  of  page  1  ;  1-13,  "To  the  honourable  Robert 
Treat  Esq ;  and  to  the  Worshipfull  James  Bishop,  William  Jones  & 
James  Fitch, and  other  the  Worshipful  Justices  of  the  severall  Counties: 
and  any  other  whom  it  may  concern,  assembling  at  Hartford :  To 
advise  concerning  Holding  of  a  Court  of  Election  by  Virtue  of  and 
according  to  the  late  Patent,"  signed  Gershom  Bulkeley,"  on  May  8, 
1689;  13-17,  "A  Letter  to  Gershom  Bulkeley  Esq;  (one  of  their 
Majesties  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  County  of  Hartford)  from  a 
friend  in  the  Bay  "  ;  17,  "  The  Writeing  Delivered  to  James  Russell  of 
Charlestowne  Esq ;  by  Thomas  Graves  Esq ;  Judge  of  their  Majesties 
Inferiour  Court  of  pleas,  and  one  of  their  Majesties  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  within  the  County  of  Middlesex,"  and  addressed  "  To  James 
Russell  of  Charlestowne  Esq  ;  to  be  communicated  to  any  others  that 
are  in  like  manner  with  your  self  concerned  herein,"  which  is  a  warn- 
ing not  to  assemble  "a  pretended  Court  of  Judicature,"  at  Cambridge, 
etc.,  dated  in  Charlestown,  September  21,  1689  ;  18,  "  The  Answer  of 
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Thomas  Greaves  Esq.  to  Mr.  Broadstreete  &  the  Gentlemen  met  at 
the  Town-house  in  Boston  concerning  the  aforesaid  Writing,"  signed 
"  Thomas  Greaves." 

This  tract  is  reprinted  in  the  first  volume  (pp.  57-81)  of  the 
"  Collections  of  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society"  (Hartford, 
1860);  and  in  the  second  volume  of  "The  Andros  Tracts" 
(pp.  85-109)  as  given  in  "  The  Publications  of  the  Prince 
Society"  (Boston,  1869). 

1693. 

Among  the  JErrata  mentioned  in  the  collation  of  Cotton 
Mather's  "  Wonders  of  the  Invisible  World,"  in  the  former 
list  under  1693,  is  the  following:  ''The  Discourse  on.  The 
Devil  Discovered^  is  wrong  paged,  after  p.  8.  (17)  being  put 
for  (9)."  This  statement  changes  the  paging  there  given  in 
the  last  line  of  the  collation  to  "  1-32  [24]." 


The  following  list  of  early  broadsides,  found  among  the 
Massachusetts  Archives  at  the  State  House,  and  by  no  means 
complete,  is  here  given  as  a  supplement  to  the  other  titles. 
The  volume  and  page  of  the  Archives  where  these  several 
broadsides  appear,  are  indicated  by  Roman  letters  and 
Arabic  figures  within  parentheses,  at  the  end  of  each  descrip- 
tion. Seven  of  the  sheets  are  found  in  Volume  CCXLII.  of 
the  Archives,  which  is  the  third  volume  of  the  "  Hutchinson 
Papers."  It  may  be  remembered  that  the  manuscripts  com- 
prising these  Papers,  in  three  volumes,  for  many  years  were  in 
the  possession  of  the  Historical  Society,  but  v^^ere  given  up  to 
the  Commonwealth  on  the  decision  of  an  arbitrator.  For  full 
particulars  of  the  case,  see  Proceedings  (XIH.  217-232)  for 
January,  1874. 

1659. 

An  Humble  Proposal,  for  the  Inlargement  of  University  of  Learning 
in  I  New  England,  By  the  Trvstees  hereafter  named,  to  whom  the 
Manage-  |  ment  of  this  Affair  is  committed.  Broadside. 
Large  ilkistrated  letter  at  the  beginning  of  the  text,  about  two  and  one 
half  inches  square  ;  an  appeal  to  their  "  worthy  Christian  Friends  in 
England,"  asking  for  help,  saying,  "  That  all  the  provision  which  they 
have  towards  this  great  Undertaking,  is  not  sufficient,  according  to  a 
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very  low  and  moderate  Computation,  for  a  twentieth  part  of  those  who 
are  born  in  that  Country  [New  England]  and  capable  of  such  Improve- 
ment :  So  greatly  hath  the  Lord  been  pleased  to  bless  his  People  in 
those  parts  with  increase  of  Children  "  ;  giving  as  their  authority  for 
such  an  appeal  the  act  of  the  General  Court,  May  11,  1659. 
(LVIII.  38.) 

1667. 

Boston  in  New-England.  August  9th.  16G7.  |  The  |  Governour,  Deputy 
Governour  |  and  sundry  of  the  |  Magistrates,  |  Being  Assembled, 
do  Judge  meet  to  commend  to  their  Beloved  Brethren  and  Neigh- 
bours I  The  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  this  following  Proposal. 
Broadside. 

Two  lines  of  border  pieces  at  the  top,  the  lower  one  inverted  ;  after 
speaking  of  the  trouble  on  the  Caribdee  Islands,  by  reason  of  the 
malignity  of  the  Common  Enemy  "  and  the  lack  of  provisions  on  "  his 
Majesties  Fleet,"  they  "  commend  to  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Jurisdic- 
tion a  present  contribution  to  be  made  for  the  supply  of  his  Majesties 
F'leet  in  those  parts  "  ;  and  appoint  a  committee  to  receive  such  "  free 
Contributions  "  ;  and  order  that  "  This  Act  of  the  Magistrates  is  forth- 
with to  be  printed  and  sent  accordingly  to  the  several  Towns,  Boston, 
August  9th.  1667  "  ;  signed  "  Richard  Bellingham  Governour." 

(C.  111.) 

1670. 

At  a  Council  held  at  Boston  |  Septemb.  8.  1670.    16mo.  1  p. 

Headpiece  a  line  of  fourteen  urn-shaped  border  pieces  and  the  upper 
half  of  a  brace ;  "  The  Council  taking  into  their  serious  Consideration 
the  low  estate  of  the  Churches  of  God  throughout  the  World  "  appoint 
September  22  as  a  "  Day  of  Publick  Humiliation  "  ;  signed  "  By  the 
Council,  Edward  Rawsou  Secret'." 

(X.  17.) 

This  is  the  earliest  printed  proclamation  for  a  Fast  day 
known  to  be  extant,  and  it  is  supposed  to  be  unique.  For  an 
account  of  this  copy,  see  the  Rev.  William  DeLoss  Love's 
"  Fast  and  Thanksgiving  Days  of  New  England  "  (p.  433). 

1673- 

Boston,  March  22.  167|.  Broadside. 

Line  of  border  pieces  at  the  top  ;  an  order  of  the  "  Deputy-Governour 
and  Magistrates  "  by  "  Edward  Rawson  Secret'.,"  concerning  "  the  late 
AwfuU  Hand  of  God,  consuming  our  Castle  by  Fire  the  One  and 
twentieth  of  this  instant,"  etc. ;  recommending  "  to  all  the  Inhabitants 
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of  this  Colony,  that  a  free  contribution  be  made  for  the  Re-edifying  of 
the  said  Castle  "  ;  saying  that  "  The  Ciiarge  of  the  Work  propounded, 
we  have  computed  to  be  Twelve  or  Fifteen  hundred  pounds,  which  we 
do  aim  at  present  to  raise"  ;  and  ordering,  "That  the  Committees  of 
the  Militia  in  the  severall  Towns  do  forthwith  prosecute  this  Order,  by 
taking  Subscriptions  .  .  .  and  make  a  Return  of  the  whole  unto  the 
Major  General  1,  between  this  and  the  first  of  May  next  ensuing." 
(LXVIL  124.) 

This  sheet  and  the  three  preceding  ones  were  printed  at 
Cambridge,  without  doubt  by  Samuel  Green. 

i686. 

The  General  Courts  Answer  to  |  Joseph  Dudley  Esqr.  &c.  |  This  was 
Pas'd  by  the  whole  Court,  Nemine  non  consentiente.  Broadside. 

This  Answer  begins  :  "  Gentlemen,  We  have  perused  what  you  left 
with  us,  as  a  true  Copy  of  His  Majesties  Commission,  shewed  to  us  the 
seventeenth  instant :  Impowring  you  for  the  Governing  of  His  Majesties 
Subjects  Inhabiting  this  Colony,  and  other  Places  therein  mentioned  "  ; 
gives  two  reasons  as  to  "  what  tlierein  might  be  thought  hard  or 
uneasie,"  —  "  1.  That  there  is  no  certain  determinate  Rule  for  your 
Administration  of  Justice  ...  2.  That  the  Subjects  are  Abridged  of 
their  Liberty  as  English  Men  "  ;  says  that  "  we  cannot  give  our  Assent 
thereto  "  ;  signed  "  Per  Order,  Edward  Rawson  Seer.,"  and  dated  May 
20,  1686  ;  addressed  below  "  To  Joseph  Dudley  Esq.  And  the  rest  of 
the  Gentlemen  Named  in  His  Majesties  Commission." 

(CCXLII.  334.) 

This  broadside  is  given  in  the  printed  edition  of  the  Colonial 
Records  of  Massachusetts  Bay  (V.  515,  516),  edited  by  our 
late  associate  Dr.  Nathaniel  B.  Shurtleff. 

1689. 

At  the  Convention  of  the  |  Governour  and  Council,  and  Representatives 
of  the  I  Massachusets  Colony.    16mo.  1  p. 

This  is  a  declaration  that  "  all  the  Laws  made  by  the  Governour  and 
Company  of  said  Colony,  that  were  in  Force  on  the  twelfth  day  of  May, 
One  thousand  six  hundred  eighty  six  (except  any  that  are  repugnant  to 
the  Laws  of  England)  are  the  Laws  of  this  Colony,  and  continue  in 
Force  till  farther  Settlement,  to  which  all  Inhabitants  and  Residents 
here  are  to  give  due  Obedience  "  ;  signed  "By  Order  of  the  Convention, 
Isaac  Addington  Seer.,"  and  dated  at  Boston,  June  22,  1689. 

(CCXLII.  372.) 
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At  the  I  Convention  |  Of  the  Governour  and  Council,  and  Represen- 
tatives of  the  I  Massachusets  Colony.  Broadside. 

This  Proclamation  sets  apart  September  19,  1689,  as  a  Fast  day  on 
account  of  "  the  growing  Difficulties  of  a  Distressing  Indian  War " ; 
signed  "  Isaac  Addington,  Seer.,"  and  dated  at  Boston,  September  7, 
1G89. 

(CCXLII.  379.) 

The  I  Declaration,  |  Of  the  Gentlemen,  Merchants,  and  Inhabitants  of 
Boston,  and  the  |  Countrey  Adjacent.  April  18th.  1689.  [Colo- 
phon] Boston  Printed  by  Samuel  Green,  and  Sold  by  Benjamin 
Harris  at  the  London  CofFee-House.  1689.  No  titlepage.  Folio, 
pp.  (4). 

The  Declaration  relates  to  the  Andros  government. 
(CCXLII.  363,  364.) 

This  paper  is  reprinted  in  the  first  volume  of  "  The  Andros 
Tracts"  (pp.  11-19)  as  given  in  "The  Publications  of  the 
Prince  Society"  (Boston,  1868),  and  in  Neal's  "History  of 
New-England'"  (II.  62-70). 

From  a  Gentleman  of  |  Boston  |  To  a  Friend  in  the  Countrey. 
Broadside. 

This  letter  is  signed  "  N.  N.,"  and  was  written  probably  in  the 
year  1689. 

(CCXLIL  333.) 

This  broadside  is  reprinted  in  the  Proceedings  (XII.  118, 
119)  of  the  Historical  Society  for  June,  1871. 

The  Present  State  of  the  |  New-English  Affairs.  |  —  |  This  is  Published 
to  prevent  False  Reports  |  —  |  [At  the  bottom  of  the  sheet]  Bos- 
ton, Printed  and  Sold  by  Samuel  Green,  1689.  Broadside. 
(XXXV.  83.) 

This  sheet,  printed  in  two  columns,  gives  extracts  from  three 
letters  written  b}^  Increase  Mather,  then  in  England,  concern- 
ing questions  of  public  interest  and  importance  to  the  Colony 
of  Massachusetts  Bay ;  and  evidently  it  took  the  place  of  a 
manuscript  news-letter  so  common  in  those  days.  The  fact  is 
significant  as  showing  a  phase  of  journalistic  evolution  which 
began  with  the  written  news-letter  and  gradually  developed 
into  a  newspaper.    It  was  also  the  forerunner  of  Publick 
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Occurrences,  both  Forreign  and  Domestick"  (Boston,  1690), 
which  would  have  been  issued  monthly,  if  the  public  author- 
ities had  not  interfered  and  suppressed  the  first  number. 

1690. 

At  the  I  General  Court  |  Of  Their  Majesties  Colony  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay  in  New-  |  England,  Sitting  in  Boston  by  Adjournment. 
December.  |  10*^.  1690.    [At  the  bottom  of  the  sheet]  Cambridge: 
Printed  by  Samuel  Green.  1G90.  Broadside. 
A  cut  of  the  Colonial  arms ;  an  Order  of  the  General  Court  in  con- 
sequence of  "  maintaining  and  defending  of  Their  Majesties  Interests 
against  the  Hostile  Invasions  of  Their  French  and  Indian  Enemies 
(Who  have  begun  and  are  Combined  in  the  Prosecution  of  a  Bloody 
War  upon  the  English  ...  in  New-England  :)  " ;  appointing  a  com- 
mittee "  for  the  granting  forth  of  Printed  Bills  .  .  .  (none  under  Five 
Shillings  ;  nor  Exceeding  the  Summ  of  Five  Pounds  in  one  Bill)  .  .  . 
No  more  of  said  Bills  to  be  Printed  or  Granted  forth  than  for  the 
Summ  of  Seven  Thousand  Pounds";   "Printed  and  Published  by 
Order  of  the  Covrt,"  and  signed  "Isaac  Addington  Seer." 
(CCXLII.  402.) 

For  the  reasons  leading  to  the  issue  of  these  Printed  Bills, 
see  Mr.  Winthrop's  remarks  at  a  meeting  of  this  Society,  v/hich 
appear  in  the  Proceedings  (VI.  428)  for  February,  1863,  where 
a  fac-simile  reproduction  of  one  of  the  bills  is  given.  This 
emission  of  paper  money  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  in 
America. 

1691. 

Advertisement.    IGrao.  1  p. 

Two  lines  of  border  pieces  at  the  top,  the  lower  one  inverted  ;  relates 
to  the  Garrison  at  Port  Royal,  granting  to  persons  the  "  Appropriation 
or  sole  Priviledge  of  the  Trade  and  Traffick  of  said  Ports  "  for  five 
years,  and  giving  notice  to  others  who  wish  to  join  that  they  must 
"  within  the  space  of  Three  Weeks  from  this  Date,  enter  their  Names 
with  Mr.  James  Taylor,  and  be  admitted  into  the  said  Adventure  on 
equal  parts  .  .  .  Boston,  June  5th.  1691." 

(XXX VL  111.) 

By  the  |  Gouernour  |  and  |  Council  :  Broadside. 

Impression  of  the  seal  of  Colony  cut  out ;  a  Proclamation  ap- 
pointing May  7,  as  a  Fast  day ;  signed  "  Isaac  Addington  Seer.,"  and 
dated  at  Boston,  April  23,  1691. 

(XI.  58.) 
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1692. 

Naval  Office  |  at  |  Boston,  |  In  Their  Majesties  Province  of  Massachu- 
sets-  I  Bay,  in  |  New-England.  Broadside. 

A  certificate  in  blank  filled  out  on  September  9,  1692,  for  the  clear- 
ance of  the  sloop  "  Industrie,"  of  Boston,  Jonas  Clarke,  Master,  bound 
for  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  having  on  board  sugar,  rum,  leather, 
wine,  salt,  English  goods,  nails  and  iron  ware,  signed  in  manuscript, 
"  Benj"  Jackson  Navall  officer  " ;  with  the  impression  of  a  wax  seal  in 
the  upper  left-hand  corner. 

(LXI.  330.) 

1697. 

Anno  1697.  Broadside. 

A  list  of  the  Assistants  used  by  the  General  Court  at  the  election 
of  the  new  Council  on  May  25,  1698,  divided  as  follows:  in  the 
first  column,  "  Massachuset,  18,"  including  seventeen  names,  and  "  Jn'' 
Appelton  Esq"" "  in  manuscript ;  in  the  second  column,  "  Plimouth,  4," 
with  names,  "  Main,  3,"  giving  two  names,  and  *'  Jos.  Hamon  "  in 
manuscript,  "  Zagadahock,  1  "  and  name,  "  At  large,  2,"  one  name  and 
"  Maj''  Penn  Townsend "  in  manuscript,  and  "  Deceased  this  Year," 
three  names,  Charles  Frost,  Samuel  Shrimpton,  and  Bartholomew  Ged- 
ney  ;  at  the  left  of  the  names  is  the  number  of  votes  each  person 
received  indicated  in  manuscript,  and  at  the  right  in  the  same  way  are 
numbers  from  1  to  28  showing  the  relative  standing  ;  on  the  back  is 
the  file  mark  in  manuscript  "  Wiswel  1697." 

(CCXLII.  426.) 

Together  with  this  broadside  is  a  sheet,  having  similar 
fold-marks  headed  "  Subscription  towards  the  Support  of 
Ichabod  Wiswall.^  Son  at  the  Colledge.  for  three  years  next 
comeing,  at  so  much  T  annii.  as  is  set  against  each  of  our 
names,  this.  14*?^  of  July.  1699."  It  is  signed  by  thirteen  of  the 
Councillors  given  on  the  printed  sheet,  and  by  Nathaniel  By- 
field,  John  Borland,  and  Simeon  Stoddard.  Attached  to  the 
paper  are  several  receipts  from  Aaron  Bordman  as  College 
Steward,  for  payments  on  Wiswall's  account.  The  allusion  is 
to  Peleg  Wis  wall,  a  graduate  in  the  Class  of  1702. 


While  I  am  on  my  feet  I  wish,  also,  to  communicate  the 
dates  of  two  early  Commencements  at  Cambridge,  derived 
from  contemporary  sources,  which  are  additional  to  the  lists 
previously  presented  by  me  and  printed  in  the  Proceedings 
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(second  series,  X.  194-205,  360)  for  May  and  November,  1895, 
and  (XII.  72,  73)  for  December,  1897.  The  dates  are  taken 
from  two  almanacs  belonging  to  the  Hon.  John  Boyd  Thacher, 
of  Albany,  New  York  ;  and  for  his  courtesy  in  the  matter  I  wish 
to  acknowledge  my  obligations.  In  both  instances,  as  seen 
below,  they  fall  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  July,  thus  confirming 
the  theory  that  during  this  period  Commencement  came  on 
that  day. 

1646. 

According  to  a  unique  copy  of  the  earliest  known  almanac 
printed  in  New  England,  Commencement  fell  on  the  third 
day  of  the  week,  July  28,  which  was  the  last  Tuesday  in  that 
month. 

1648. 

According  to  the  calendar  in  another  almanac,  by  Samuel 
Danforth,  which  is  also  supposed  to  be  unique.  Commence- 
ment occurred  on  the  third  day  of  the  week,  July  25,  again 
the  last  Tuesday  in  that  month. 

These  two  little  publications  were  bought  at  the  sale  of 
Part  I.  of  the  Brinley  library  nearly  twent}^  years  ago,  when 
they  fetched  fabulous  prices  for  that  period,  though  not  nearly 
so  high  as  they  would  bring  to-day.  The  almanac  for  1646 
was  printed  by  Stephen  Daye,  of  Cambridge,  the  first  printer 
in  British  America,  and  is  one  of  the  very  few  specimens  of 
his  handicraft  that  have  come  down  to  the  present  time.  He 
was  also  the  printer  of  the  first  pamphlet  published  in  what 
is  now  the  United  States,  an  almanac  for  1639  made  by  William 
Pierce,  of  which  no  copy  is  supposed  to  be  extant.  Mr.  Pierce 
was  a  shipmaster  of  some  note  and  influence  among  the 
founders  of  the  Colonies  of  Plymouth  and  Massachusetts  Bay, 
who  before  the  year  1620  had  made  voyages  to  the  Grand 
Banks  and  the  New  England  coast. 


